PREFACE.
The two most important applications of concrete in building construction at the present day are, first, reinforced concrete, and second, concrete block construction. Concerning the first, a vast amount of literature is available and the engineer desiring information finds technical periodicals and proceedings of engineering societies full of articles on reinforced concrete, while several excellent books are also available. Concerning the second, however, there has been an absolute dearth of literature and at the same time there is a demand for information, which it is the object of the present book to supply. It is made up of a series of articles by different authors, being those submitted in competition for money prizes of $250 and $100 offered jointly by "Engineering News" and "Cement Age," of New York City. The two papers printed in full are those to whose authors the prizes were awarded; the abstracts that follow the second prize paper are those parts of the ten papers not awarded prizes that contained data not in the prize papers or that presented the same information in greater length or with more force. Altogether the papers and abstracts form a practical treatise on the manufacture of concrete blocks and their use in building construction that at present stands alone in the literature relating to cement and concrete.